2025 SOUTHBRIDGE GOLF LEAGUE BY-LAWS

ORGANIZATION:

1. The league shall be called The Southbridge Golf League and will officially begin on the last Monday in April at 2:00 p.m.
2. The league will consist of golfers who are members in good standing. 

DUES:

1. Dues must be paid in full prior to the third week of play. If dues are not paid prior to the third week of play, the player’s points will not count beginning with week three until the dues are paid. The points will not be reinstated after the dues are paid. Any points from matches played during the delinquent period are lost.

2. Each current member will be assessed $75 which is used for the banquet, tournament, plaques, cash prizes and to subsidize some of the tournament expenses. (Each player is responsible for his greens fees for the tournament). Any former member who left the league not in good standing will be assessed 1.5 times the current dues to rejoin with the approval of the officers. The league statistician will not be assessed and will receive a $100 stipend.
3. A substitute will not be assessed dues.
LEAGUE RULES:
1. FORMAT:

A. Individual match play.
1. One season of play.
2.  There will be two divisions.
3.  The season will consist of 20 scheduled matches, a play-off period and a season ending tournament, banquet and /or outing. 
4. If a holiday falls on a Monday, members must play that scheduled match and report the results to the statistician by the Sunday before the next scheduled match. This match may be played the week before or after the holiday.” The three- option rule applies if you and your opponent cannot agree on a mutual day / time. 

2. HANDICAPS & EQUITABLE STROKE CONTROL:

A. Handicaps are assigned to all members. The beginning handicaps will be calculated using the player’s last five scores from the previous season. The five scores will be averaged out. Thirty-six will be subtracted from this average and this will be the player’s handicap. The latest score will replace the oldest of the 5 scores every week and the handicap will be adjusted every week. 
B. A new member will have his handicap adjusted after the first week of play if it is not known. If there is a big discrepancy in scores for the first 3 weeks, the statistician may adjust his handicap retroactively for those 3 weeks. This may result in a change of standings points for those first 3 weeks.
C. The maximum number of strokes allowed on any hole/round for     handicapping purposes is as follows:
Handicap


 Per Hole


Per Round
4 or less

             Double Bogey

45 strokes


5 through 9
             7 strokes


54 strokes
10 through 14
             8 strokes


63 strokes
15 through 19
             9 strokes


72 strokes
20 through 36
            10 strokes


81 strokes
3. MATCHES & SCORING:

A. All league matches must be played on Monday. The league tee time is from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Because Tantasqua may have practices and / or matches after Labor Day, members will be allowed to play any time on Monday after Labor Day. Also, see FORMAT A#4 for the holiday play rule.
B. Individual scoring will be done by the total number of points taken by a golfer for nine holes.

C. Points are awarded as follows: one point for a low net score per hole and the bonus point which is given to the golfer who accumulates five points or more. If each golfer wins 4.5 points, the bonus point will be split.
D. No member will receive strokes on the par three holes when playing against an opponent.
E. Any member who is 65 years or older may tee off from the gold tees if he so chooses.

F. Any member who is 80 years old or older may tee off from the red tees if he so chooses.

G. Makeups will be allowed to be played in advance or in arrears. If the makeup is played after the scheduled match, it must be done prior to Monday of the following week. It is hoped that the opponent will try to accommodate the player having to make up his match. If this is impossible, the player may still make it up with another member to attest his score. The two members’ cards will then be matched. The scorecards for any makeup matches must be emailed or texted to the league statistician. 

4. PLAYING AGAINST THE COURSE/SUBSTITUTES/OTHER MEMBERS:
If you cannot make your scheduled match on Monday, please make every effort to notify your opponent. At the very least, call the course and let someone know that you are unable to play. It is not fair for your opponent to wait around until 4:00 p.m. if you are not going to show up!!!
A. In the event of a no-show, the member has three options. He can play against a substitute*, another member whose opponent is a no-show, or against the course with at least one other member to attest his score to be awarded points; this will be considered his match. The member will play using his handicap. If playing against the course, strokes will be given on the par three holes if applicable and the member must earn the bonus point.
*A substitute can be any former member of the Southbridge Golf League who is a “member in good standing” and who has a known handicap from playing in the league. 
B. If a member needs to tee off after 4:00 p.m., he must notify his opponent prior to 2:00 p.m. on the day of the match. This should be considered an emergency and not a frequent or normal occurrence. If the member does not notify his opponent, he will receive a zero for the match, and his opponent will follow rule 4A. If the member notifies his opponent, and neither members cannot agree on a tee off time, each member must play with at least one other member to attest his score, no gimmies will be given and no maximum scores per hole will be given. The two members’ cards will then be matched. It should also be noted that the league offers very generous make-up scenarios. (Refer to League Rules 3 G)
C. If a member begins his match and is unable to complete his round, the following will take place:

1. All holes completed will count for point purposes.

2. If a hole is started and not completed, the member forfeits the hole to his opponent.

3. The opponent will follow rule 4A for the remaining holes. See rule 3C as to how to award the bonus point.
4. Handicap scores for the remaining holes will be given to the member for handicap purposes.
5. TIEBREAKERS & PLAYOFFS
                        A.  In the event of a tie for any place, at the end of the season in any division,  

                                    the following system will be used to break the tie:
1. Winner of the Head-to-Head match(es), (if one of the members is a no-show for a match, then the other member is deemed the "winner").

2. Most points scored from the Head-to-Head matches.

3. Least number of no-shows.
4. The tournament tiebreaker system will be employed beginning with the most recent match against players who are tied. (Lowest score on highest handicap hole etc.)
5. A nine-hole playoff will be played prior to the playoffs.
B.  At the end of the regular season, there will be a designated playoff period. Prizes will be awarded according to the standings after playoffs at the end of the season. 

6. INCLEMENT WEATHER:
A. The league officers will decide if matches are to be canceled due to inclement weather. There will be two weeks added onto the end of the season (check the schedule page). The first rainout will be scheduled for the first of the added weeks. The second rainout will be scheduled for the second of the added weeks. If there are more than two rainouts, they will not be made up. 
B. In the case of a league stoppage due to inclement weather and half, or the majority, of matches have completed the fifth hole, one of the following will take place:
1. Golfers may finish the remaining holes on Monday once it is safe to do so and if both opponents agree to finish.

2. Golfers may finish the remaining holes by Sunday of that week.

3. If both golfers are unable to complete their round, all holes completed will count for point purposes.

a. Points for the remaining holes will be split.
b. Handicap scores for the remaining holes will be given to each golfer for handicap purposes.
7. RULES OF GOLF:

A. Course rules on the back of the scorecard supersede USGA rules.
B. Putts: “Gimmies” are at the discretion of your opponent but not when playing the course or a substitute.
C. Preferred Lies: Allowed on fairways of the hole being played only! The ball may be moved six (6) inches to the left, right, or behind, but not nearer to the hole!
D. Found Ball in the Woods: Place the ball in the rough at the point of entry and take one (1) penalty stroke.
E. If a player hits the wrong ball, it is a 2-stroke penalty, not automatic loss of hole. 
F. USGA rules apply to all other circumstances.
8. AWARDS & PRIZES:
A. Cash prizes will be awarded.
B. The fall banquet will be paid in full for all league members. The date of the banquet will be announced early in the season. 
C. A plaque will be awarded to any golfer who succeeds in recording a Hole-In-One.
9. LEAGUE OFFICERS’ DUTIES:
President – Dan Krasnecky
· Oversees the overall running of the league.
· Decides with the other two officers on whether to play or cancel a match due to inclement weather.
· Decides on good standing of league members in consultation with Treasurer.
· Has the authority to remove members who are not in good standing from the league.
· May consult with other officers on matters of opinion but has the ultimate say.
· Notifies the Statistician of any schedule changes during the year.
· Reminds members of special events and deadlines via e-mail.
· Circulates noteworthy information to members.
· Casts one vote in official league matters.
Vice President – Norm Lorange
· If the President is absent, has the power to act in his place.
· Decides with the other two officers on whether to play or cancel a match due to inclement weather.
· In charge of planning the fall tournament and / or banquet.
· Assists the Treasurer with any purchases connected with special events.
· Casts one vote in official league matters.
Treasurer – David A. Lamontagne
· Collects member’s dues by the deadline set forth in the league by-laws.
· Decides with the other two officers on whether to play or cancel a match due to inclement weather.
· Notifies the Statistician if a member has not paid his dues.
· Submits end-of-the-year financial report to all members at the fall banquet.
· Collects money for the league tournament.
· In charge of purchasing awards and gifts for the tournament, banquet, etc.
· Maintains a minimum of $50.00 in the treasury.
· Casts one vote in official league matters.
*Statistician – Ralph D. Julian 
· Makes up seasonal schedules for all divisions.
· Makes up scorecards for each week’s matches.
· Gathers scorecards at the end of each week’s matches.
· Maintains weekly standings of the league.
· Maintains a list of members’ contact information.
· Maintains member’s handicaps in accordance with league by-laws.
· Sends the list of ESC scores to Carol Corriveau every week.
· Maintains and updates the league website.
· Notifies the President if a member has been a consistent no-show.
· Can cast one vote in the event of a tie in official league matters.
*Not an officer
SCHEDULE

April 28 (1)
May 5, 12, 19, 26* (4)

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 (5)
July 7, 14, 21, 28 (4)

August 4, 11, 18, 25 (4)

September 1*,8 (2)

September 15- first rainout makeup or playoffs.

September 22- second rainout makeup or playoffs.

Playoffs are to be completed in a timely manner after the regular season and after any makeups. 
September 29 (outing and cookout – Tentative)
      *= Check A4 under Format
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